
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all espouse peace. Too often, 
however, they are distorted to fuel hatred and violence.  In contrast to 
this, ICCI's mission is to harness the teachings and values of the three 
monotheistic religions and transform local religious leaders into 
sources of reconciliation and peaceful coexistence. 
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ABOUT ICCI  

ICCI RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS  

 
The Galilee Religious Leaders Forum  

  
Founded in January 1991, ICCI is now Israel’s best-known and most-respected inter-
religious organization. It comprises more than 60 Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
institutions, including Jewish-Arab coexistence organizations, museums, universities, 
and other inter-religious organizations.  
 

ICCI serves as the Israel chapter of the World Conference of Religions for Peace 
(WCRP) and as one of Israel’s members of the International Council of Christians 
and Jews (ICCJ).  By recruiting influential religious and cultural leaders and opinion-
makers to participate in its programs and by serving as a coalition of organizations 
with many hundreds of members in each organization, ICCI’s impact is much greater 
than that of any one institution. 
 
ICCI deeply believes that in the present atmosphere of mutual hostility and suspicion, 
religion and religious leaders must dedicate themselves to having a positive impact 
on people’s hearts and minds.  When people of faith join together in mutual 
understanding and respect to achieve the common goal of living together in harmony, 
their efforts will help reduce the violence and increase the chances that people in the 
region will learn to live in peace.  
 
ICCI works in the field of interreligious education and dialogue, combining religious 
context and texts with work in conflict mitigation, to bring about an understanding that 
religions should not be part of the problem, but rather can be part of the solution. 
 

 
ICCI brings together mainstream religious leaders from Arab (Muslim and Christian), 
Jewish and Druze communities within Israel to meet one another, develop personal 
relationships, and engage in interreligious dialogue based on the sharing of personal 
stories, sacred texts, and views on core issues of the conflict. Together these leaders 
develop action projects which mobilize their communities to serve as positive forces 
for social change. 
 

 
The Galilee Religious Leaders Forum, comprised of Christian, Muslim, Druze, and 
Jewish religious leaders in the Galilee, organizes special study days and visits to 
each other’s communities in the area. This program is part of ICCI's ongoing 
collaboration with the Division of Religious Affairs of the Ministry of the Interior, 
directed by Mr. Yakub Salame. 
 
 



 
The Dirasat Program  

ICCI WOMEN'S PROGRAM: JERUSALEM 
WOMEN AS CATALYSTS FOR PEACE  

Highlights of the Galilee Religious Leaders Forum Program in 2009: 
 
� On March 17th, 2009, 28 Jewish, Muslim, 

Druze and Christian religious leaders from all 
over the Galilee gathered for the 3rd meeting 
of the Galilee Religious Leaders Forum at 
Kibbutz Lavi in the lower Galilee. The 
encounter began with a visit to the Tomb of 
Nebi Shueib, the holiest site of the Druze 
community in Israel (and the world). 
Following this, a study session was held at 
Kibbutz Lavi on the Druze holiday of Hag 
Nebi Shueib and on Easter. In addition, 
discussions were held about the role of 
grass-roots religious leaders in preventing and mitigating conflicts in mixed cities 
in Israel. 

� On October 6, 2009, during the Jewish festival of Sukkot, 25 religious leaders 
from the Galilee, representing all four faiths, met at Kibbutz Lavi in the Lower 
Galilee for a 'Sukkat Shalom' gathering. The participants learned about Sukkot 
from Rabbi Yehuda Gilad, rabbi of Kibbutz Lavi and one of the heads of 
Yeshivat Ma'aleh Gilboa, and enjoyed a tour of the kibbutz led by Rabbi Meir 
Rubinstein. In addition, many practical ideas for cooperation among religious 
leaders in the Galilee were brought up in group discussions with grass-roots 
religious leaders from the region. 

 

 
 

 
ICCI and Doumia/Sakina, the Pluralistic 
Spiritual Center of Neveh Shalom/Wahat El 
Salaam, launched a new program in 2009: 
Dirasat ("study" in Arabic). This is an 
innovative program of interreligious study that 
offers Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
theologians and clergy the opportunity to study 
their respective sacred texts together, in an 
environment committed to political change and 
social transformation. The first seminar of this 
new program took place at Nes Ammim in the 

Galilee, from June 4-6, 2009, with lecturers from a variety of academic institutions in 
attendance. 
 

 
Since May 2006, ICCI's women's program, Jerusalem Women as Catalysts for 
Peace, has brought Jerusalem women together for a unique dialogue opportunity. 



ICCI YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS  

 
Face to Face/Faith to Faith 

This innovative program aims to increase the unique role of female leadership 
towards resolving the crisis in relations between Muslim and Christian Palestinians 
and Jewish Israelis.   
 
The Jerusalem Women as Catalysts for Peace group is comprised of Jewish 
(orthodox, liberal and secular), Christian (Orthodox and Catholic) and Muslim 
(religious and liberal) women from East and West Jerusalem. The group of Jews and 
Palestinians includes a school principal, teachers, lawyers, and a rabbi. 
 
The group utilized the personal narrative methodology which provides a unique 
window into the conflict, and is particularly suited to women’s dialogue, combining the 
personal with national, cultural and religious themes. 
 
Highlights of Women as Catalysts for Peace in 2009: 
 
� Discussions about family history and personal stories relating to the conflict 
� Lessons about different religious observances and national holidays, e.g. 

Christian texts on the theme of celebrating birth  
� Difficult but honest dialogue during the Gaza War, discussing the war, its 

background and implications 
� Attending the Open House held by the Domari Society of Gypsies in 

Jerusalem 
� Planning group project: distributing knitted caps to Jewish, Christian and Muslim 

women in the maternity wards in East and West Jerusalem hospitals 
 

 
Working with youth and young adults is the key to facilitating real and lasting 
interreligious reconciliation in Israel and Palestine. Avigail Moshe serves as the 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Programs for ICCI. During the past year, the 
following youth and young adult groups met under the auspices of ICCI. 
 

 
In the summer of 2008, ICCI recruited a new 
group of twelve Jewish, Christian and Muslim high 
school students to participate in a year-long 
program in Israel, consisting of interreligious 
dialogue, community volunteering, and leadership 
training. In addition, the program included a 
summer intensive experience in the U.S. in June 
2009, in which the Face to Face participants 
engaged in two weeks of joint activities and 
dialogue with their Catholic, Protestant, Muslim 
and Jewish peers from Northern Ireland, South 
Africa, and the United States. The 2008-2009 
cycle of the program concluded in September 

2009. Face to Face alumni from past years stay involved by participating in programs 



� Photo Exhibition: Face to Face Perspectives in Jerusalem 
�  
� The Face to Face/Faith youth worked together in planning and presenting a 

special photography exhibition at the Jerusalem Cinematheque in the weeks 
before and during the Gaza War, as a group project. 

�  
� Sundus (a Palestinian girl) and Michal (a Jewish girl), two of the program 

participants, described the joint work process: 
� When the military operation in Gaza began, we were in the middle of our 

photography project. We took photos of ourselves in places that we especially 
love -- each one in his or her own neighborhood in Jerusalem. We went out 
sometimes together, in mixed couples, and sometimes alone. In the photos we 
tried to illustrate the conflict, but also the beauty of the city. The work process, 
its nature and its results were affected by our reality, which is reflected in the 
images we presented. 

�  
� The exhibition's contribution to the participants may be summed in the words of 

two other participants, Gedalya (a Jewish boy) and Rami (a Palestinian boy), 
during a radio interview . 

� Gedalya: The thing about the photographs was, actually, to accept that this 
place, which is in my city, is also an important place for the other person. 

� Rami: […] we have to know about each other, what the other likes, and that's 
what I loved best about this exhibit that we did… It's a beautiful thing, that each 
of us can come to learn about the other's neighborhood, life, the things that are 
interesting to that person. 

�  
� The exhibition, entitled "Face to Face Perspectives in Jerusalem", opened at 

the Jerusalem Cinematheque on Thursday, February 5, 2009. The program of 
this festive event included opening remarks by Face to Face/Faith to Faith 
representatives and a screening of short films dealing with shared lives in 
Jerusalem. The exhibition, which was on display throughout February 2009, 
was a great success and attracted many visitors and media attention. 

with visiting groups from abroad and by serving as adjunct staff in special seminars 
with Face to Face participants. 
 
This program is sponsored by the Auburn Theological Seminary in New York. ICCI 
is the Israel/Middle East partner of Face to Face; ICCI staff members Ya'ala Cohen 
and Buthaina Ayad served as the facilitators/coordinators of this program. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The Jerusalem Interreligious Young Adult Forum (JIYAF) 

Highlights of the Face to Face/Faith to Faith Program in 2009: 
 
� Learning about Jewish, Christian, and Muslim 

holidays and traditions 
� Participating in bi-weekly dialogue, study and 

leadership training sessions 
� Visiting homes of participants in both East and 

West Jerusalem 
� Volunteering at a home for people with disabilities 

and at the Domari Gypsy Center in East 
Jerusalem 

� Continuing the dialogue session and work on group 
projects despite the war in Gaza 

� Creating special group projects: a photography 
exhibit at the Jerusalem Cinematheque in 
February 2009 and a special booklet about their 
experiences in the program in June 2009 

� Meeting religious leaders and interreligious activists  
� Taking part in a 2-day seminar at Beit Meir in May 2009, during which they 

focused on two issues: preparations for their upcoming summer intensive in the 
U.S. and a special booklet to summarize their activities this year. 

� Travelling to the U.S. to participate in a special 2-week summer intensive 
experience in June 2009, joined by six participants of the YMCA's youth program, 
to engage in joint activities and dialogue with Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and 
Jewish peers from Northern Ireland, South Africa, and the U.S. 

 

 
The Jerusalem Interreligious Young Adult Forum (JIYAF) program, which 
commenced the first cycle of its activities in June 2007, is an innovative and creative 
interreligious leadership program comprised of students from different colleges and 
universities in both East and West Jerusalem, who seek to engage in interreligious 
dialogue and action in a serious, substantive and sustained manner . 
 
JIYAF aims to bring university students together to change the tenor of public 
discourse and improve relations between Palestinian (Christian and Muslim) and 
Jews at their universities and in the city of Jerusalem as a whole. The members of 
this forum play a positive role in mitigating the social and political tension within 
Jerusalem by identifying problems and implementing action projects of mutual 
concern. 

 
The second cycle of JIYAF 
activities (2008-2009), 
involving a group of 16 Jewish 
and Palestinian (Christian and 
Muslim) young adults, took 
place between October 2008 
and June 2009 (with an 
additional meeting in 
September 2009). The third 

cycle of JIYAF activities (2009-2010), with a newly-recruited group, commenced in 
November 2009 with a special opening seminar, and is expected to continue until 



June 2010. JIYAF alumni from past years stay involved by meeting with current 
participants of JIYAF and with visiting groups from abroad. Furthermore, many of 
them have capitalized on their JIYAF experience to promote co-existence and 
dialogue in wider circles, both in Israel and in other countries. 
 
This program has been established with an initial grant from the World Council of 
Religions for Peace (WCRP), and its activities in 2009 were made possible by 
grants from the WCRP, the Pontifical Mission, the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv and 
the Embassy of the Netherlands to Israel, and "in kind" donations from Knight's 
Palace, a hotel in the Christian Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, and Nes 
Ammim, a village in Western Galilee. Yael Yechieli and Mariam Abed Alda'im 
coordinate and facilitate this program on behalf of ICCI. 
 

 
Highlights of the JIYAF Program in 2009: 
 
� Dialogue and study sessions on the topic of Jerusalem and its religious 

communities. 
� Visits to participants' homes in East and West Jerusalem 
� Skills training for planning and implementation of action projects for communities 

in both East and West Jerusalem 
� A special three-day emergency dialogue meeting in Paris in January 2009 to 

discuss the repercussions of the war in Gaza and its implications for continued 
dialogue in the region, hosted by the World Conference of Religions for Peace 
(WCRP) 

� A weekend seminar at the Talitha Kumi School in Beit Jala, in March 2009 (for 
the 2008-2009 group) 

� Visits to Beth Hanina, the Qalandia Checkpoint, the Swedish Theological 
Institute and other locations in the area 

� Joint project: a special evening about "Encounters between People, Cultures & 
Stories", held in June 2009 at the Lutheran Church in Jerusalem's Christian 
Quarter and attended by some 100 people of the general public 

� Opening Seminar at Nes Ammim in November 2009 (for the 2009-2010 group) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� Dialogue in Time of War in Paris 
�  

      
�  
� In January 2009, the two facilitators and some of the participants of the JIYAF 

2008-2009 group attended a special three-day emergency dialogue meeting in 
Paris to discuss the repercussions of the recent war in Gaza and its implications 
for continued dialogue in the region.  The meeting was hosted by the World 
Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP), represented by Rev. Kyoichi 
Sugino, Assistant Secretary General and Director of Inter-religious 
Council Development and Field Coordination for WCRP in New York, and 
Rev. Koichi Matsumoto, Special Advisor to the Secretary General for 
Youth Affairs, WCRP in Japan.   

�  
� ICCI's JIYAF program met twice during the war in Gaza in January and 

February of 2009: the first meeting of the group took place during Hannukah, on 
the first day of the war, at the home of one of the Jewish participants. The group 
had planned to light candles together and celebrate Christmas by exchanging 
gifts.  During this meeting, JIYAF members decided that despite the war, and 
the difficulties of the time, that it was important for them to continue meeting. 
During the height of the war, the group held its second meeting of the month 
wherein the participants discussed how they felt about the war, and what it 
meant for them to engage in interreligious dialogue at such a time of conflict. 
The fact that this group was able to meet during the war demonstrates their 
commitment to dialogue, even when the going gets rough. 

 
Between Memory and Reconciliation 

 

 
National, religious and cultural collective memories have played a major role in 
shaping the current conflict between Palestinians and Israelis. In response, ICCI has 
developed a special exchange program for Arab and Jewish young adults, citizens of 
Israel, which also incorporates the participation of Buddhist university students from 
Japan. 
 
The "Between Memory and Reconciliation" program is a joint initiative of the 
Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel (ICCI) and Japan's Rissho Kosei-Kai 



 
Interreligious Young Adult Retreat 

(RKK) organization, and focuses on themes of collective memory. Central questions 
in this respect include the following: Which aspects of each culture’s response to 
national tragedies are universal, and wherein do we differ from each other? What can 
we learn from each other’s experiences and modes of response and coping? How do 
we relate to our status as victims and our status as aggressors? Is it possible in war 
to be both aggressor and victim? In which ways can our different cultures help each 
other in this regard? Above all, how can remembrance be used to further 
reconciliation, forgiveness, and dialogue instead of contributing to feelings of 
victimization that can become part of the walls we build between our peoples? 
 
The first cycle of the program took place between May 2007 and June 2008. 
Following this successful experience, the program was improved and expanded for 
its 2009-2011 cycle of the program. Fourteen Jewish and Palestinian (Christian and 
Muslim) students have been recruited in 2009, to take part in an intensive period of 
dialogue and action, during which they will meet every month. As part of the program, 
they have already taken part in an opening seminar in November 2009 and a six-day 
seminar in Jerusalem with Buddhist students from Japan in December 2009. A 
reciprocal seminar in Japan will take place in August 2010. 

 
Highlights of the Between Memory and Reconciliation Program in 2009: 
 
� Opening seminar at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute in Jerusalem in November 

2009 
� A special international in Jerusalem in December 2009, with a delegation of 

Japanese Buddhist students, brought to Israel by Rissho Kosei-Kai of Japan 
� A special lecture at the Hebrew University on a Buddhist approach to peace, by 

Dr. Michio T. Shinozaki, President of the Gakurin Seminary, in December 2009 
 

 
On August 10-12, 2009, a special 
interreligious retreat seminar for Jewish, 
Muslim and Christian young adults took 
place in Ein Karem. The retreat, which 
focused on "Interreligious Dialogue in 
Jerusalem in the Service of Peace: 
Achievements, Obstacles and 
Challenges", aimed at bringing young 
people together in an atmosphere of privacy 
and safety to meditate, study and learn 
about the possibility of Jerusalem becoming 
a city of peace. It also aimed at equipping 
them with the skills required to communicate 
effectively with the other, so they can 
appreciate commonalities and respect differences. The retreat was facilitated by Mr. 



ADDITIONAL INTERRELIGIOUS & 
INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS  

 
Jewish-Muslim Seminar in Baqa el-Gharbiyya 

Anton Murra, of Mercy Corps, and ICCI's Ms. Yael Yechieli, who is also one of the 
facilitators of ICCI's Jerusalem Interreligious Young Adults Forum. Twelve young 
men and women from Israel and the West Bank took part in this retreat, which was a 
joint project of Mercy Corps, ICCI and the Holy Land Trust. 
 

 
In order to increase familiarity with and understanding between Jews and Muslims, 
ICCI, the Al-Qasemi College, the Nehemia Levtzion Center for Islamic Studies of 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
have planned events during the past two years focusing on teaching Islam to Jews 
and Judaism to Muslims in Israel. The first such event was the highly successful 
seminar and symposium in Jerusalem in 
November 2008. As a follow up, a seminar and 
symposium on "The Role of Teaching Religions – 
Judaism and Islam – in Promoting Peaceful Co-
Existence between Jews and Arabs in Israel" took 
place on June 21, 2009, at the Al-Qasemi College 
of Education, in the Israeli-Arab town Baqa el-
Gharbiyya. 
  
During this event, religious leaders and staff 
members of universities, colleges, schools and 
informal education programs met in specialized 
simultaneous workshops to discuss the current 
situation in Israel regarding teaching Islam to Jews 
and Judaism to Muslims, and to devise concrete 
ideas for improvement. The event concluded with 
a public symposium, moderated by Dr. Ron 
Kronish of ICCI and Dr. Ahmad Ghabin of Al-
Qasemi College and featuring Dr. Khalid 
Mahmoud of Al-Qasemi College, Sheikh Samir Assi, Imam of Al Jazaar Mosque 
in Acre, Prof. Gabi Salomon of Haifa University, Dr. Ben Mollov of Bar Ilan 
University, and Mr. Mohammad Marzuk, director of Shatil Baqa. Dr. Jamal Abu-
Hsein, Al-Qasemi vice-president, greeted the assembly, which numbered some 50 
people . 
 
Future seminars on Jewish-Muslim relations in Israel are being planned for 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Videoconferences on Jewish-Muslim Relations 

 
Polish-Israel Interreligious Seminars 

 
In cooperation with the American Center, which is an arm of the American 
Embassy in Israel, ICCI has co-sponsored a series of videoconferences on the 
theme of "Jewish-Muslim Relations in the U.S. and their Implications for Israel." 
Each time, two leading personalities engaging in interreligious Jewish-Muslim 
dialogue in the U.S. spoke to a selected audience in Jerusalem about their 
experiences and insights on the subject. The series commenced in November 2008, 
and following the two videoconferences that took place in 2009, the fourth 
videoconference will take place in 2010. 
 
The second videoconference in the series (and the first for 2009) was held on March 
18, 2009, with Mr. Mark Pelavin, Associate Director of the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC), and Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed, Secretary General 
of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA).  
 
The third videoconference in the series, held on November 16, 2009, focused on 
interreligious youth and young adult dialogue. The speakers were Eboo Patel, 
founder and director of the Interfaith Youth Core of Chicago, and Rabbi Or 
Rose of Hebrew College in Boston. 

 
Based on a successful seminar and symposium held in Jerusalem last Fall, at the 
end of November/beginning of December 2008, ICCI was invited by the Council of 
Christians and Jews of Poland to bring a delegation to Poland in October 2009, for 
a seminar with religious leaders and educators to discuss issues of Polish Catholic-
Jewish Relations in Poland. This seminar took place in Lublin, at the invitation of 
the archbishop of Lublin, in Kielce, at the invitation of the mayor and of Mr. Bogdan 
Bialek, and in Warsaw, at the invitation of the Council of Christians and Jews of 
Warsaw.  
 
In addition, ICCI has developed a special course in collaboration with the Polish 
Institute in Tel Aviv, aimed to advance knowledge and experience among Jewish 
educators about the new positive developments in Jewish-Christians in Poland today 
and about the new attitudes to collective memory and to contemporary Israel which 
are current in Poland in recent years. The special course, entitled "Discovering a 
New Reality: the Jews, the Poles and their Relations in Past and Contemporary 
Poland", opened on October 26th, 2009, with a lecture by the ambassador of 
Poland to Israel, Her Excellency Mrs. Agnieszka Magdziak-Miszewska. The 
course will end in June 2010, and a summer study tour for some members of the 
course will take place in July 2010. 
 



SPECIAL EVENTS  

 
Public Symposium in Honor of the Pope's Visit 

 
ICCI's 18th Annual General Meeting 

 

 
ICCI, in collaboration with Mercy Corps and the U.S. State 
Department, has organized a special public symposium on the eve 
of the visit of the Pope to Israel. The symposium took place on April 
30, 2009, at the Notre Dame Cultural Center in Jerusalem. The 2-
hour symposium focused on "Interreligious Dialogue for Peace 
and Reconciliation in Israel and Palestine". H.E. Nuncio Msgr. 
Antonio Franco (pictured) greeted the assembly, followed by a 
moderated discussion panel and a public Q&A session. Speakers 
included Bishop Dr. Munib Younan, Head of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land, Fr. William Shomali, Rector of the 
Latin Seminary in Bet Jalla, Prof. Muhammed Dajani, Founder of Wasatia and 
Dr. Debbie Weissman, Co-chair of ICCI and President of ICCJ. The discussion 
was moderated by ICCI director Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish. 
 
The April 30 symposium was an excellent lead-up to a separate briefing for foreign 
journalists by H.E. Nuncio Msgr. Antonio Franco that took place at Mishkenot 
Sha’ananim on May 4, 2009, also moderated by the ICCI’s Rabbi Kronish. Here too, 
interreligious dialogue received prominent play. 
 

 
 
ICCI's 18th Annual General 
Meeting took place on June 16th, 
2009, at the Hebrew Union 
College. This year, the meeting 
revolved around the topic of 
"Challenges and Dilemmas in 
Arab-Jewish Relations in 
Israel." The program included an 
exhibition by the participants of Face to Face/Faith to Faith, a presentation about the 
Jerusalem Interreligious Young Adult Forum (JIYAF) and a lecture by former M.K. 
and cabinet member Rabbi Michael Melchior. Rabbi Melchior, introduced by Dr. 
Debbie Weissman, elaborated on "Challenges the Interreligious Community in 
Israel Is Facing: Present & Future." During the subsequent business meeting, 
ICCI's program plan and budget for 2009, as well as the 2008 audit and comptroller 
report, were approved by a quorum of ICCI's General Assembly.  
 
 
 



VISITING GROUPS  

 
ICCI's Center for Interreligious Encounter 
with Israel offers programs to participants 
of visiting and long-term groups/programs in 
Israel. These programs are offered to both 
high school and university students and 
provide a serious, comprehensive and 
balanced educational experience in Israel, 
ranging from panel discussions to two-week 
intensive seminars. Visitors will meet with 
alumni and current students from ICCI's 
Youth & Young Adult programs. Our programs are interactive and flexible, and we 
work with interested groups on tailoring the program to their size, needs and 
schedule. Programs involving lectures and traditional panel discussions are also 
available for visiting/long term groups. The Center is directed by Ophir Yarden. 
 
During 2009, ICCI’s Center for Interreligious Encounter with Israel hosted the 
following visiting groups for full-term study tours: 
 
� A group of Muslims, Christians and Jews from various cities in the UK on a 

special interreligious study tour sponsored by the Forum for Discussion of 
Israel and Palestine (FODIP), led by Ms. Jane Clements 

� A delegation of students of various religious backgrounds from Williams College 
of Massachusetts, led by Cantor Robert Scherr, Jewish Chaplain at 
Williams.   

 
During 2009, representatives of ICCI’s Center for Interreligious Encounter with Israel 
met with the following visiting groups: 

 
� An interreligious study group from Jackson, Mississippi 
� A group of 90 Australian student participants of the Taglit Birthright program 
� A delegation of Lutheran Bishops from the U.S., guided by Bishop Munib 

Younan 
� A delegation of Hamline University law students, led by Professor David Cobin 
� A group of 14 Catholic seminarians and priests from the Catholic Theological 

Union of Chicago, led by Rabbi David Sandmel  
� A delegation of Bnei Akiva youth from Australia and South-Africa, 
� A group of North American Rabbis visiting Israel to attend the annual 

convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) 
� A group of students from the Hebrew Union College, studying in Israel for a year 

as part of their first year of training to become rabbis 
� A visiting interfaith group from Columbus, Ohio, led by Rabbi Harold Berman 

and Wendy Finch McCusker 
� A group of U.S. students and staff members from the Ibrahim Interfaith 

Dialogue Project, sponsored by the Ibrahim Family Foundation and 
implemented by the Institute of International Education, based in Washington 
D.C. 

� A group of Catholic educators from the U.S.A., who have graduated from the Anti 
Defamation League’s Holocaust education training program, led by Mr. Ed 



ICCI ABROAD  

Alster, Director of Education of ADL. The group was accompanied by Father 
Daniel Petsche, OSB, Prior of Conception Abbey, Missouri 

� A delegation officials and journalists from Thailand, who were on a special study 
mission to Israel, sponsored by the Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council 
(AIJAC).  

� A student leadership group from universities in Australia 
� A leadership group of the Presbyterian Church (USA), led by Rev. Gradye 

Parson, stated clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), and by Rev. Dr. Ron Shive, chair of the church’s General Assembly's 
newly established Committee to Prepare a Comprehensive Study Focused 
on Israel-Palestine  

� Representatives of St. Ethelburga's Centre for Peace and Reconciliation and 
of the Forum for Discussion of Israel and Palestine (FODIP) 

� A group of Dutch theology students and teachers from the Christian University 
in Ede 

� A delegation of the leaders of the Rhineland Church, Germany, including a 
bishop and several priests 

� A group of Australian psychologists, invited to the country by the Israel-
Australia Chamber of Commerce  

� A group of students from Europe, the U.S., Canada, Australia, South America 
and South Africa, participating in the Israel Experience's "Experience Bezalel" 
and "Rimon Music Experience" (Israel Experience programs) 

� A group of Jewish and Christian representatives of the International Council of 
Christians and Jews (ICCJ) from six different countries, participating in a 
special seminar, arranged by Dr. Debbie Weissman 

� A group of students from the Institute for Youth Leaders from Abroad's 
English Speaking Program  

� A visiting group of was of Lutheran Bishops from the U.S.A. and their spouses, 
visiting in Israel and Palestine as part of their "Bishops Academy" 

� Representatives of the Tony Blair Foundation 
� A group of rabbinic and cantorial students from North America and Europe, 

studying at the Hebrew Union College  
� A group of men, women and children on a family study tour to Israel from 

Westchester Reform Temple (Scarsdale, New York), led by Rabbi Jonathan 
Blake 

� A delegation of American Jewish, Christian and Muslim leaders taking part in 
the National Interreligious Leadership Initiative for Peace in the Middle East 

� A group of public school teachers from Los Angeles, in Israel on a study tour 
in late under the auspices of the Jewish Community Relations Council of Los 
Angeles 

� A congregational study tour group from Temple Sinai of Brookline, 
Massachusetts, led by Rabbi Andrew Vogel 

 

 
Throughout the year 2009, ICCI representatives travelled outside of Israel in order to 
spread ICCI's message of peace through grass-roots interreligious dialogue, to plan 
collaborations with like-minded individuals and organizations and to raise funds for 
ICCI's activities. 
 
 



 
ICCI's Delegation to Australia, August 2009 

 
ICCI Director and Kadi Mohammad Zibdeh's North-American 

lecture tour, October 2009 

 
During two intensive weeks in August 2009 (11th-26th), three ICCI representatives 
undertook a special lecture tour of Australia, sponsored by the Pratt Foundation of 
Australia in cooperation with the Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs Council 
(AIJAC) and the Council of Christians and Jews in Australia.  
 
The delegation comprised of Mr. Issa Jaber, Secretary 
of the Association of Tolerance and Coexistence in 
the Judean Hills and co-chair of ICCI, Dr. Debbie 
Weissman, ICCI co-chair and President of the 
International Council of Christians and Jews, and Ms. 
Rula Shubeita, a tour guide and alumnus of ICCI's 
Women's programs. They spoke to 35 different audiences 
in Melbourne and Sydney, generating much interest 
there in the work of ICCI in interreligious dialogue for 
peace among Jews, Christians and Muslims. In addition, 
their visit generated much media interest. 
 

 
In October 2009, Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish and Kadi 
Mohammad Zibdeh, the Kadi (Islamic judge) of  
Jerusalem, visited the U.S. and Canada for a special 
lecture tour (photograph by Bruno Schlumberger, The 
Ottawa Citizen). The purpose of this tour was to discuss 
issues, challenges and achievements relating to "The 
Other Peace Process: Interreligious Dialogue in 
Israel in the Service of Peace." Dr. Kronish and Kadi 

Zibdeh addressed together Jewish, Muslim and mixed audiences in Ottawa, Canada, 
hosted by Rabbi Steve Garten/Temple Israel and funded by the Danbe 
Foundation. In addition, they spoke at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at the Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI), Indianapolis, Indiana, sponsored by the Muslim Alliance of 
Indiana, and at the Westchester Reform Temple, Scarsdale, New York, hosted by 
Rabbi Richard Jacobs.  
 
Rabbi Kronish and Kadi Zibdeh were also hosted for two lunch-seminars—one at the 
Institute of International Education in New York City, where they met with key 
professional staff of the IIE and with leading members of their board, including Mr. 
S.A. Ibrahim and Mr. Victor Goldberg, and the other at the office of S.A. Ibrahim in 
Philadelphia, for business, religious and educational leaders in the community. 
Gratitude is hereby expressed to Mr. S.A. Ibrahim, Chief Executive of Radian 
Group, Inc., for hosting both of these meetings.  
 



 
ICCI delegation to Poland, October 2009 

 

Additional travels 

Additionally, Dr. Kronish delivered the Fall Shapiro Lecture at the Catholic 
Theological Union's Bernadin Center for Theology and Ministry, hosted by Prof. 
John Pawlikowski, and participated in a “Lunch and Learn” seminar on the topic of 
"Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’s Impact on Jewish-Christian Dialogue", hosted by 
Rabbi Michael Zedek at the Emanuel Congregation in Chicago, as well as a 
workshop at the conference of the Interfaith Youth Core in Chicago. 
 

 
An ICCI delegation of religious 
leaders visited Poland 
(Warsaw, Lublin and Kielce) for 
a reciprocal visit hosted by the 
Polish Council of Christians 
and Jews during October 2009. 
The delegation included ICCI Director, Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish, ICCI's Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Programs, Ms. Avigail Moshe, Rabbi Prof. Yehoyada 
Amir, of the Hebrew Union College, Rabbi Shlomo Brin of Yeshivat Har Etzion 
and the Yaacov Herzog Teachers' College, Rabbi Yehuda Gilad, the Founder 
and Head of Ma'ale Gilboa Yeshiva and Rabbi of Kibbutz Lavi, and Ms. Zuzanna 
Radzik, a Polish Catholic student intern with ICCI.  
 
On October 16-17, 2009, the delegation members took part in a special Shabbaton in 
the city of Kielce, in which there was an anti-Jewish pogrom in 1946. This was an 
extraordinary religious and cultural event, which included prayer in the old synagogue 
of the Jewish Community, in which no Jews have prayed since the Second World 
War. During this Shabbaton, Kielce became a place of prayer, discussion, 
exhibitions, concerts and plays dedicated to Jewish culture. The event was made 
possible thanks to the patronage of Mr. Michael Traison and the dedication of Mr. 
Bogdan Białek, and other Christian members of the Jan Karski Society. 
 

 
 
� Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish, Director of ICCI, was in the USA during March 2009. 

He participated in the 2009 ALLMEP SUMMIT of the Alliance for Middle East 
Peace, a successful fundraiser for ICCI at the home of Eddie Snyder and Ann 
Wimpheimer, a meeting with His Eminence Theodore Edgar Cardinal 
McCarrick, the former Cardinal Archbishop of Washington DC, a meeting 
with Joyce Dubensky,  Executive Vice President of the Tanenbaum Center 
for Interreligious Understanding in New York and Heather DuBois, Assistant 
Program Director at the Center, and a meeting with Dr. William Vendley, 
Secretary-General of the World Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP) 
in New York.  

� In April 2009, ICCI Director Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish gave 2 workshops for the 
St. Ethelburga's Centre for Peace and Reconciliation in London and 
Winchester, England, and additionally presented a text-study lesson and gave a 



Saturday morning sermon at Alyth North Western Reform Synagogue in 
London. During his visit in the UK, Dr. Kronish also met with new and veteran 
donors to ICCI to strengthen ICCI's financial stability for this year and the years 
ahead. 

� While in the U.S.A. in parts of July and August 2009, ICCI Director Rabbi Dr. 
Ron Kronish met with Mr. S.A. Ibrahim, CEO of Radian Group, and his son 
Mr. Winston Ibrahim, as well as with several key staff at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Dr. Eboo Patel, founder and director of the Interfaith 
Youth Core (IFYC). 

� In September 2009, Dr. Kronish participated in the Spirit of Assisi international 
peace conference in Kraków, Poland, organized by the Community of St. 
Edigio, based in Rome, presenting reflections on peace and reconciliation in 
Israel and Palestine, at one of the panels of the conference entitled "Dialogue of 
Faith and Culture". 

� Mr. Ophir Yarden, ICCI's Director of Educational 
Initiatives and Director of our Center for Interreligious 
Encounter with Israel, conducted a speaking tour in New 
England during November 2009. Ophir met with Jewish and 
Christian clergy groups from Lexington and Boston, 
Massachusetts (in cooperation with the Boston Jewish 
Community Relations Council) and with students at the 
following colleges:  Bowdoin, Middlebury, Williams and 
Bard. He also met with Jewish and Protestant seminarians at 
Boston's Hebrew College and the Andover Newton Theological School. 

� Dr. Debbie Weissman, co-chairperson of ICCI and 
president of ICCJ, was in the U.K. in November 2009 for 
Interfaith Week and related activities, giving many talks, both 
to Jewish and interfaith groups. Additionally, she met with 
representatives of the Tony Blair Foundation, as well as 
with representatives of the Church of England, Orthodox, 
Liberal and Reform Jewish movements, the Councils of 
Christians and Jews and the Three Faiths Forum. She 
also visited a Muslim college and the Woolf Institute for 
Abrahamic Faiths at Cambridge University, in addition to attending a reception 
at Lambeth Palace, sponsored by the Archbishop of Canterbury, a meeting at 
the House of Lords, with the first Muslim M.P., Mr. Shahid Malek, and 
meetings with rabbinical students at Leo Baeck College and students of the 
London School of Jewish Studies. 



THANK YOU!  

 
Foundations 

 
Foreign Governments 

 
Non-Governmental Organizations 

 
ICCI thanks the following foundations, governments, NGOs, and individuals for their 
generous support during 2009: 
 

 
� Alan B. Slifka Foundation, New York, NY 
� Amchah for Tzedakah, College Park, MD 
� Arnow Family Fund, New York, NY 
� Bennett M. Lifter Foundation, Miami Gardens, FL 
� Borowsky Family Foundation, Ottawa, ON, Canada 
� Chaplin Family Foundation, North Miami Beach, FL 
� Hugo Gryn Memorial Trust, London, UK 
� Konrad Adenuaer Foundation, Jerusalem, IL 
� Lucius N. Littauer Foundation, New York, NY 
� Mayberg Family Charitable Foundation, Silver Spring, MD 
� Miller Family Foundation, Miami Beach, FL 
� Posner-Wallace Foundation, New York, NY 
� The Pratt Foundation, Melbourne, Australia 
� Rita Poretsky Memorial Fund, Baltimore, MD 
� Shepard Broad Foundation, Miami, FL 
� SO Foundation, Washington, D.C. 
 

 
� Embassy of the Netherlands to Israel, Tel Aviv, IL 
� Embassy of the United States, Tel Aviv, IL 
 

 
� Alyth North Western Reform Synagogue, London, UK, Rabbi Laura Janner-

Klausner 
� Am Shalom, Glencoe, IL, Rabbi Steven Stark Lowenstein 
� Auburn Theological Seminary, New York, NY 
� B'nai Torah Congregation, Boca Raton, FL, Rabbi David Steinhardt 
� Beth Emet, Evanston, IL, Rabbi Peter S. Knobel 
� Central Synagogue, New York, NY, Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein 
� Church by the Sea, Bal Harbour, FL, Rev. Priscilla Whitehead 
� Congregation Beth Am, Los Altos, CA, Rabbi Janet Marder 
� Congregation Beth El, Bethesda, MD, Rabbi Bill Rudolph 



 
Founders 

� Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, NY, Rabbi Gerry Weider 
� Congregation B'nai Israel, Rockville, MD, Rabbi Jonathan Shnitzer 
� Congregation Emanu-El, New York, NY 
� Congregation Kol Shofar, Mill Valley, CA, Rabbi Lavey Derby 
� Congregation Mishkan Israel, Hamden, CT, Rabbi Herb Brockman 
� Congregation of Our Lady of Sion, Jerusalem, IL 
� Congregation Shir Chadash, Lakewood, CA, Rabbi Howard Laibson 
� Congregation Shomrei Torah, Santa Rosa, CA, Rabbi George Gittleman 
� Congregation Sukkat Shalom, Wilmette, IL, Rabbi Sam Gordon 
� Finchley  Reform Synagogue, London, UK, Rabbi Miriam Berger 
� First Narayever Congregation Egalitarian Synagogue, Toronto, via UIA Canada 
� Jewish Center of the Hamptons, Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
� Mainline Reform Temple Beth Elohim, Wynnewood, PA, Rabbi David Straus 
� Middle East Peace Dialogue Network, Mount Laurel, NJ 
� Mount Zion Temple, St. Paul, MN, Rabbi Adam Spilker 
� Neveh Shalom / Wahat al-Salam 
� North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, IL, Rabbi Vernon Kurtz 
� Pontifical Mission 
� Presbyterian Church USA 
� Rissho Kosei-kai, Japan 
� Temple Bat Yam, Fort Lauderdale, FL, Rabbi Lewis C. Littman 
� Temple Beth Sholom, Miami Beach, FL, Rabbi Gary Glickstein 
� Temple B'nai Shalom, Fairfax Station, VA, Rabbi Amy Perlin 
� Temple Dor Dorim, Weston, FL, Rabbi Nachum Lipson 
� Temple Emanu El, San Diego, CA, Rabbi Marty Lawson 
� Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills, CA, Rabbi Laura Geller 
� Temple Emanuel, Greensboro, NC, Rabbi Fred Guttman 
� Temple Emanuel of Tempe, Tempe, AZ, Rabbi Andrew Straus 
� Temple Har Zion, Thornhill, Ontario, Canada, Rabbi Waltraut Stroh 
� Temple Isaiah, Lexington, MA, Rabbi Howard Jaffe 
� Temple Isaiah, Stony Brook, NY, Rabbi Stephen A. Karol 
� Temple Israel, Columbus, OH,  Rabbi Misha Zinkow 
� Temple Israel, Westport, CT, Rabbi Robert Orkand 
� Temple Judea, Coral Gables, FL, Rabbi Edwin Goldberg 
� Temple Kol Ami Emanu-El, Plantation, FL, Rabbi Sheldon Harr 
� Temple Sinai, Roslyn Heights, NY, Rabbi Michael White 
� Temple Sinai, Washington, D.C., Rabbi Mindy Portnoy 
� Union for Reform Judaism, New York, NY, Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
� West London Synagogue, London, UK, Rabbi Mark Winer 
� Westchester Reform Synagogue, Scarsdale, NY, Rabbi Richard Jacobs 
� World Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP), New York, NY 
 

 
� Braman Family Foundation, Scarsdale, NY 
� Jack Rudin, New York, NY 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Patrons 

 
Sponsors 

 
Friends 

 
Guardians 

 
� Stephen and Miriam Grabiner, London, UK 
� Stuart Z. Grossman, Miami, FL 
� Luna Kaufman, Wacthung, NJ 
� Dan and Paula Reingold, Scarsdale, NY 
� Cliff Siegal, London, UK 
 

 
� Barry and Marjorie Berg, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
� Robert and Catherine Breit, Northbrook, IL 
� Dennis Gilbert, Scarsdale, NY 
� Bruce D. Goodman, Minneapolis, MN 
� Fran Jacobs and Barry Dym, Waban, MA 
� Samuel and Ruth Perelson, New York, NY 
� Susan Shevitz and Larry Bailis, Cambridge, MA 
� Rabbi David and Emily Soloff, Chicago, IL 
� Wendy and James Rapaport, Boca Raton, FL 

 
� Alex Barkas and Lynda Wijcik, Los Gatos, CA 
� Judith and Franklin Blecher, Miami Beach, FL 
� Renee and Jon Brant, Newton, MA 
� Marvin and Betty Cooper, Miami Beach, FL  
� Prof. Harold Kasimow, Grinnell, IA 
� Marcia Lavipour, New York, NY 
� Paul Mittentag, Miami, FL 
� Arnold and Susan Schwartz, Silver Spring, MD 
� Rabbi Isaac Serotta, Highland Park, IL 
� Edward Snyder, Silver Spring, MD 

 
� Manfred Bahmann, Allentown, PA 
� Michael and Leah Bandler, Silverspring, MD 
� Cheryl Banks, Highland Park, IL 
� Jeffrey Chase, Denver, CO 
� Stephen Chase, Basalt, CO 
� Liora Cobin and Adam Abarbanel-Fried, Brooklyn, NY 
� Wallys Conhaim, Indianapolis, IN 
� Rabbi Ayelet Cohen, New York, NY 
� Patricia Cristofaro, Barrington, RI 



� Alice Eckardt, Coopersburg, PA 
� Bernard and Vera Ehrlich, Silver Spring, MD 
� Amy Eilberg, Mendota Heights, MN 
� Marc and Diane Engelhart, Silver Spring, MD 
� Leora Fishman, Brookline, MA 
� Professor Steven Fraade, New Haven, CT 
� Mimi Futernick, Coconut Grove, FL 
� Joel B. Gordon, St. Paul, MN 
� Jacques and Sue Gorlin, Silver Spring, MD 
� Jon Groner, Silver Spring, MD 
� Mardi and Rom Karin, Los Gatos, CA 
� William and Ruth Konick, Silver Spring, MD 
� Myron Kronish, Mt. Arlington, NJ 
� Ira Krotick, Newton Highlands, MA 
� Donald and Betsy Landis, White Plains, NY 
� Lawrence and Ina Lerman, Silver Spring, MD 
� Stephen M. Levin, St. Paul, MN 
� Russell Linden, Charlottesville, VA 
� Rev. Peter Pettit, Allentown, PA 
� Arlene Pianko Groner, Silver Spring, MD 
� Anthony and Jane Rothschild, Evanston, IL 
� Richard Russ, Miami Beach, FL 
� Rebecca Russo, Highland Park, IL 
� Rabbi Paul Saiger, Chicago, IL  
� Bella and George Savran, Jerusalem, Israel 
� Roberta Schoffman, Jerusalem, Israel 
� William Seaman, Allentown, PA 
� Bobbie Seril, New York, NY  
� Mara and Josh Sheftel/Weinberg, Jerusalem, Israel 
� Miles Siegel, Indianapolis, IN 
� Dr. Kasiel and Joyce Steinhardt, Denver, CO 
� Ronald and Janice Sterling, Silver Spring, MD 
� Dr. William and Sarah Stern, Silver Spring, MD 
� Renee Szybala, Alexandria, VA 
� Howard Tamler, Palo Alto, CA 
� Michael H. Traison, Chicago, IL 
� Lionel and Libby Traubman, San Mateo, CA 
� Michael and Serene Victor, Newton, MA 
� Clarence H. Wagner, Tulsa, OK 
� Lee and Sharon Weissbach, Louisville, KY 
� Debbie Weissman, Jerusalem, Israel 
� Ann Wimpfheimer, New York, NY 
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Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel 
43 Emek Refaim   POB 8771   Jerusalem 91086 
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Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish, Director 

Sarah Bernstein, Director of Women’s Programs 
Ophir Yarden, Director of ICCI’s Center for Interreligious Encounter with Israel 

Avigail Moshe, Director of Youth and Young Adult Programs  
Rakheli Hever, Communications and Development Coordinator 

Yael Yechieli, Project Coordinator and Facilitator, JIYAF 
Mariam Abad Alda'im, Project Coordinator and Facilitator, JIYAF 
Alex Kusner, Project Coordinator and Facilitator, Face to Face  
Maisa Zoabi, Project Coordinator and Facilitator, Face to Face  

Wasim Biroumi, Project Coordinator and Facilitator, Between Memory and 
Reconciliation 

Hiba Alayan, Program Coordinator and Translator, Youth Programs 
Zuzanna Radzik, Student Intern for Special Programs 

Jennie Grayson, Student Intern, Youth and Young Adult Programs 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


