ISRAEL

Lackluster Visit

bz homit breaking sterectvpes. nod reinforcing them. Mine vears ago,

during the vizit of Pope Talon Paal [T o Jersel, an interfaath meeting
wits held ot Motre Dame i lerusalem. Then-chael Ashkenari Rahhi
Lsrael Blear Law mesde some commmeents about Jensalem thit enraged
Sheikh Tayseer Tamimi, head judze in the Palestiniun Authoricy s
Muslim shiwri’a courd, The sheikly Linnched into anangry timde in
Aribac, creating an embarmssmg moment e dobin Paul,

In prepasion for the papal vzl of Benedbet XY the orgarrers
decided that m erder w aveid such embamassing incidets, only the pope
woiald speak at the mtertnith gachering,

| participated in hoth these meetings, heth held at Megre ame, both
altenhisd by several bundned mistath acovsis workmg for peasceful
diaboges. This time, e pope gave an scalemie presentaten aboul reli-
gioms inan age of glohalwation, ending with wonds of inspimation ad
encoragement For the asdience.

AL thee conclusaon of the program. Tamint grabbed e microphone
aird Pegam a tiesde, sienilar ke the one nine years before, He slouted shout
[srachi plots io Fudaizee: Jerusalem, destroy the Al-Aagn Mesquee and “to
Eill Linga's children.” His pedonmanes was the polar opposie of what
had bzen the gping af the meetmg up il e poiot. Thee pope, visibly
displeased, left without stteisding the festive reception that had been
planmned for afierwand,

Une of the sspects ol thas fiasoo that disturhed me was that
alilough Tumimi's belsvwvior wis imppropniale aod he wildly
craggerabed his claims, there certamly is a kemel of wth m
his complints about mnjust trestment of people living
uncler nooapation. Bm the way he presented has cose
simnply reinfomal e pegalive slereolypes meny por
ple im the workd biave about [l and about 3wslins -
stereobypes that were repeated in this pope’s Repenshurg
oakfress im MEK Tamima, rather than gamenng sappon
for bils canse, wis sthooting hirmssll mothe ool We m the
workd of intedaith diakoges apeid many howars oving o
convinee Jews and Christians et dhere are many fine
Muslims in the word, people of compassion and peace.
[rnidemits ik these makie our work that mmuch ko gher,

Ancther low point of Besadicts visil was his bokluster
apeech ot Jerusalem's Wid Vashem Holocsast memorial,
Une maght have expected, given his oan
personal background in the Hile
Jugend Maw youth movemnent and
given the recendt  flap  over
Hedoecaust-denying Cathielic Bishop
Fichard Willsunsn that the pope
weoiald bve wsed the opportaniny i
any sometling mene significant,
I s droably disappointng alier
Pope Jale Baul s deematic vl w
Yad Vashem in 2060 The difference

I'l' WAS DEJA VUL INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE SHOULD

bectwizen i two men 15 ool only ome of persomd wanmih and chadsms
This pope — foometly Candinal Joseph Ralvinger — was and remeins a
theclogy professon his predecessor, Karol Jeeed Wajnvla, before entering
the Folish semimary, had been an sotoe and a ploywright and remained
the master of the symbolic peiune. Bul meny forget thal even b in e
lane 19808, was the target of much Jewial critieism for his weleome o
the Waticon of former Mazi officer, and later Ausinan chineellor. Kurd
‘Wildheim.

Sowens there any highlighits of this Papal visn? [tk thene wens
Druring lis visn o Jondan, Benadict, like Moses, sood on MU Mebo and
viewed the Promised Land; but unlike Moses, e was able wooemer it on
the lemeli side. Dharing his ik there, he recalled the “imsepamable bomnd™
beetwieen Chistirs and e Jewish people, who share the Hebrew
Seripturcs. He expressad the desive 1o “overoome all ohatscdke o the e
cncilantion of Clesians and Jews in mstual respect and cooperation,”
He akso acknealedsed powertully the deep conmection among Jews, the
Torah amd the Land of el

Tz anti-laraeli criticizm leveled at tlese emsrks by soime Muslims
arsd Chnstians o Jordan snd the meed For the Yatican spokesman in
Jarden o soft-pedal them, saymg thal the pope was speaking only in a
religrois vein, showed me low unportant & ststement e had made

Secondly. when tlwe Royal Jordanian et landed st Ben-Gurion
Adrport, the plane of a predominantly Muslim country bore il
hlue=and-whibe lag of the lewish State and the wellow-md
white flag of the Vanean, Fusally, at the weloome oaemony at
the airport, the pope comdemned unequivecally ant-
Semifism and Holocsst denial,

These gestures are both symbolic and substantive. In
the world Jewish aummumtys contmung dalogis
with the Roman Cathelic Church, we have to baild on

thess statements as well as those that have come before,
emanalang from the Second Vatican Coancil in the mid
100, Thie present pops has expressed somewhal ambiva

Fent o, at least, ambiguous views on certain key wopics of
congerm i Jews, We should be siiving for greater clariy
ancl unclerstanding. O, as my iriend amd colleague, bather
Jobm Pawhkowsky, of the Cathohe Thaologieal Unon in
Chicazo. I said: “Perhaps the best we can bope for i no
further hickward stepe.”

Cine further comment oo the orga
raters af e el p-l.l]'ru'r; visilk when you
cigaiize 4 meeting dedsisd o e
fhith dinlogue, and the fommed of the
meeting itsell isn't dinlogicnl, you may
b imvitinng clisoster Aawd perhaps nest
time, you might congider ineluding
o women on the podinm, -
Ot Dabbie Waissmon, of Jenusdom, is
phesiden! of the Inlemdalional Council
of Chrislons and Jews.
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